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20 Latin 

as it is a means of communication, a fixed language is simply a lan
guage with a fixed skeleton, within which dynamic linguistic processes 
may take place according to the same rules as in any other language. 
The Latin taught today in Latin classes throughout the world, which 
appears to be a completely standardized language, is merely the result 
of a rather strange perspective that does not take into account the ac
tive use of the language and views the translation of individual sen
tences or short texts as an exercise in scholarly construction. Wherever 
Latin is used as a means of communication, either oral or written, it im
mediately becomes clear that grammar alone is not enough. There is no 
such thing as completely standardized speech in any language. 




