
Little Harmonic Labyrinth 

The Tortoise and Achilles are spending a day at Coney Island .• 
After buying a couple of cotton candies, they decide to take a ride 

on the Ferris wheel. 

Tortoise: This is my favorite ride. One seems to move so far, and yet in 
reality one gets nowhere. 

Achilles: I can see why it would appeal to you. Are you all strapped in? 
Tortoise: Yes, I think I've got this buckle done. Well, here we go. Whee! 
Achilles: You certainly are exuberant today. 
Tortoise: I have good reason to be. My aunt, who is a fortune-teller, told 

me that a stroke of Good Fortune would befall me today. So I am 
tingling with anticipation. 

Achilles: Don't tell me you believe in fortune-telling! 

Tortoise: No ... but they say it works even if you don't believe in it. 

Achilles: Well, that's fortunate indeed. 
Tortoise: Ah, what a view of the beach, the crowd, the ocean, the city ... 
Achilles: Yes, it certainly is splendid. Say, look at that helicopter over 

there. It seems to be flying our way. In fact it's almost directly above us 
now. 

Tortoise: Strange-there's a cable dangling down from it, which is coming 
very close to us. It's coming so close we could practically grab it. 

Achilles: Look! At the end of the line there's a giant hook, with a note. 

(He reaches out and snatches the note. They pass by and are on their way 
down.) 

Tortoise: Can you make out what the note says? 
Achilles: Yes-it reads, "Howdy, friends. Grab a hold of the hook next 

time around, for an Unexpected Surprise." 

Tortoise: The note's a little corny but who knows where it might lead. 
Perhaps it's got something to do with that bit of Good Fortune due me. 
By all means, let's try it! 

Achilles: Let's! 

(On the trip up they unbuckle their buckles, and at the crest of the ride, they 
grab for the giant hook. All of a sudden they are whooshed up by the cable, 
which quickly reels them skyward into the hovering helicopter. A large 
strong hand helps them in.) 

Voice: Welcome aboard-Suckers. 
Achilles: Wh-who are you? 
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