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CHAPTER THREE 

Tiglath-pileser 

H
aving followed his father to Winchester, the obvious next

step for Frank was William's alma mater, Corpus Christi, 

Oxford. Even in the r 840s, however, nepotism had its limits. 

Frank's talents for autopsy and bonhomie were not enough 

to compensate for his lukewarm relationship with the Greats. 

Despite his father's eminence in the university, Oxford did 

not open its arms to him. Dissected dogs didn't count; what it 

wanted was Homer. Although William did his best to coach him, 

Frank failed the entrance exam to Corpus Christi. Magdalen, too, 

refused him a scholarship. Instead he had to enter Christ Church 

as a commoner; though even hei·e he seems rather to have stag

gered over the threshold. In Frank's scrapbook at the Royal 

College of Surgeons' library I find this letter from his old head

master, Dr Moberly, to William Buckland, dated r 6 July r 844: 

My Dear Sir, 

On taking leave of your son Frank from Winchester, I am 

most anxious to express to you my high sense of his great good 

conduct and attention while he has been under my care. He 

• An undergraduate admitted to the university without obtaining a college

scholarship or exhibition.






















